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Curriculum Vitae (SWW~1952)
Birth 18 July1911AKing'sNorton, Worcestershir&€ngland
Education
19201925 WestHouseSchool Edgbaston
19251930 TonbridgeSchool(MajorScholar)
19301934 Cambridg&JniversitOpenClassic&xhibitioner Sidneysussexollege)
19311st ClasPreliminarfxamination
19332nd Clas<Classic3ripos
1934BA 1st Divisionof 2nd ClassMlodernLanguagesripos
1937MA
19345 Manchesteniversity
Intercollegiat&ecretanyGtudentChristianMovement
19361940 MasteB i s hStoptférdCollege
19401946 Army Service
GunnerRoyalArtillery
Intelligencefficer, WarOffice
North Africa,ltaly, FranceBelgiumandGermany

19467 MasteB i s hStoptférdCollege

Death13June2002ASaffronWaldenEssexEngland
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Edi tnote.d s

The followingtranscriptis drawnfrom two documentsvritten by Wyndhammanyyearsapart.l have
addedin chronologicabrder,somenotesandphotographshathemadeduringthewarandin retirement.

His first documents datedGt. SampfordEssex11h Januart979the seconds undatedandfocuse®n

hiswarservicel haveretainedomeof the materiathatis duplicatedn thetwo documents

Ancestors of Stanley Wyndham Woodward
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Siblings of Leonard Medlicott Woodward

Forenamel Forename2 YOB YOD
Elizabeth Mary 1879 1966
Edith Kezia 1881 1967
Leonard Medlicott 1884 1913
Lillian 1886 1965
Sarah Elizabeth 1889 1981
Wyndham Herbert 1891 1914
Gladys Elizabeth 1893 1982
Clifford Stanley 1895 1974
Thomas Stewart 1902 1975
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Preface

Whatevequestionghildrenaskof their parentstheyoftenfail to askenoughaboutfamilyhistory.Until
my own daughterfussedat meto writedownwhatlittle | did learn,| couldhardlyrefrainfrom doingmy
best.

What!| proposeto write is not for publicationfor it maywell be far too dull andordinaryto interest
outsidershut | hopethefamilymayfind it of someinterestMostof the earlymateriahasbeencollected
throughword of mouthratherthanfrom documentargourcessol cannotvouchfor its accuracythough
| hopeit isreasonablgiccurate.

Woodwards.

As achild, | lived closeto my mothes family and rarelysawmy fatheds. Although! beginwith the

Woodwardsd, knowlessaboutthemthanthe Dunns.

Theyarefirst heardof at Snowshilla Cotswoldvillagen Gloucestershig@ronounce@®&nozzelln whose
churchyardtomb recordghe deathof WilliamWoodwardagedd2,andhis wife, Hannahagedd0,on

3d Februaryl870.They may well have beenmy greatgreatgrandparentg¢seefamily tree for their
predecessors).

My grandfatherderbert(Hubert),wasborn about1855 His parentsveresaidto bethe HeadGardener
andthe HeadCookat SnowshilManor.
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ThiswasafamousTudor housenearthe church.The couplenamedon the tombstonecouldhavebeen
my greatgreatgrandparentgornaround1783and1789.

SnowshiIIMaor 1870

My grandmotherSarah(18%/7-1936),is knownto havecomefrom Shifnalin Shropshirewhereher
parentsnamedMedlicott,keptaninn or publichouselt mayhavebeenthe Unicorn my uncleClifford
madegreatefforts with the breweriedo find a record.He wasunableto decide partlybecausef the
frequenthamechangesf thevariousnns.

My grandparentmarriedin Pencoedcand movedon to Bridgend a little further west.l knewthem at
fiE n d f iCeitlyRbadwheremybrotherandl first stayedpresumablgbout1915Thehousevason a
corneroppositethe railwayfrom whichwe deriveda greatdealof enjoymentregisteringhe greenGreat

Westerrenginenumberand,with evengreateexcitemengnginenames.

In the oppositecornerlived the Harris family,which explainamy uncleStanleyDunn finding his bride
there(Edith) GladysDunnt (neeHarris) whosephotographtakenin 1900s below.

1 Edith GladysDunn 18891986Born Merthyr-Tydfil Died TenburyWorcs



WyndhamWoodwardmemoirs

I havevaguememorie®f theirweddingherein 1916 Endfieldhadno garderattachedput therewasa
fairlyextensivgardersomevaybehind andtherewasacourtyardn whichl bouncedtennisball keeping
ascoren somemaginargricketmatch.
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My brotherNoelandl sharedabedroom] think,overthekitchenwith thestillunmarriedsoungestincle,
Stewartwho musthavebeenin his lateteens| imaginehe hadrecentlystartedwork with the family
businesdHe put up with uskindly,asdid my grandparentshoughl foundthemsomewhatlistant.

TheVicarin Bridgenddoesnot answeenquirieshut | learned¢hatHubers (Herbert)parentsareburied
at Nolton Churchyardn Bridgend(source Auntie Gladysletter of 19 January1982).Hubert and his

brothersandsistersventto schoolat Ford. In thewinter,theytook food in awashindasketandstayed
at the schoolhousérom Mondayto Friday.Their schoolingwaspaid for by the family (sourceBetty

Sugrmarts letterof 15January980).

St Mary3s ParishChurch,Ripple,Worcestershirdyasrecordsof a Woodwardfamilyin the 160 & 17h

centuriegEnidin Worcestesuggesthesamealates. T henamdsthatof anoccupationprobablyaguard
of workson behalfof anoverlord Manyvillagesnusthavehadsuchfamilieswith no familialtiesamong
themselvesr to us.(SeeAuntieGlady$letterof 23Novemberl979andpressuttingof unknownorigin.)

GrandfatheHerbere hadat leastthreebrothersandfive sisterspneof whomwasLiz3. Auntie Glady$
letterof 19 January982suggestthattheir photographi@lbumandfamilybiblearewith JohnCattoor
with the Drakefordfamily. The Medlicottbibleis with JeoffreyOwen(Enid Seftonsfetterof 26 February

2WyndhamHerbert1891-1914
3 ElizabethMary 18791966
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1980) Thediningroomhadwhatmusthavebeenoneof theearlyelectridires,consistingf whitishtubes
ratherlike modernstrip lighting,whichl hadneverseeranywherelsel think we childrenmostlyatein
thekitchen thoughl canonlyremembebreadputter,andsugarfor supper.

I think my grandmothewashelpedonly by heroldestchild, AuntieLizzie¢, who nevermarried Shehad
finishedat Cheltenhamandwefoundherverymeticulousinspiring andsternlykind.

Of my grandparentsither children,Edith® had marriedLeon M. Godwin andlivedin Wokingwith an
adopteddaughterPhyllis andwe hardlyeversawthem.Next cameGlady§, marriedto FitzroySt.Clare
Exton, myfather Leonardviedlicott(18841913) andthenLily?, marriedto GethinHopkin andlivingin

ParkStreetwherel remembeseeindgheirelderdaughterBetty,in herbath.

4 ElizabethMary 18791988

5 EdithKezia 18811967

6 GladysElizabeth18931982
7 Lilian 18861965

10
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Elsie,(Saralklizabethor SaralElsef marriedo (Andrew)GordonCatto livedhigherup nearthehouse
in ParkStreetwheremy fatherandmotherhadlivedfor a shorttime on their marriageandwhereNoel

wasbornbeforemovingto 46 ForestRd, Moseley.

Gladyswasthefirst bornin 1895alsorecordedis1893)thencameNyndhamwhodiedon 50 July1913,

andon 11h Feb1914 ayearaftermy father,andwho alsodiedof diabetes;cameClifford. He musthave
beenatthe warwhenwefirst remembeBridgendput helostaleg,andhe musthavebeeninvalidedut
about1917.

Weremembeclifford drivingusaroundn alargeéWolselewith anoil pumpthatyouhadto turn by hand
from timeto time.It musthavebeerafewyeardaterthathetook Noelandmeoutto ourfirst hoteldinner
in Porthcawll canremembebouncingaroundwith excitemenivhenthat carreached0 milesanhour
onthewayback.

| imaginéhe joinedthe familybusinesassoonashewasfit. Wewerein Bridgendvhenhewascourting
IreneAnnieSmith wholivedin Gloucesteandwhose&athermanufacturethatcheswelikedherandher
sisterStellawho chaperonetier.

Aftertheweddingtheylivedatnearby alestorCottagewherevestayedndwereimpressetyhisbilliard

roomandindoorvine.

8 SarahElizabeth(Elsie) 18891981

11
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LalestonCottage

Next cameGladyg18931982) who workedfor herfatherduringthe 191418war,drivingup the valleys
firstin ahorseandtrapandlaterin acar.Shemusthavebecomeoneof thefirst ladydrivers Shemarried
Fitzroy St C Exton, andtheymovedto Newport.l lastsawAuntie Gladysat her housein PottersBar,
whereshediedin 1982 with herdaughterRosaligsayPorter.

I havealreadynentionedStewartywvho wasnamedafterthe Stewartamily,thoughl can'tthink howthis
cameabout.He marriedGraceandtheylivedin Porthcawlwherel stayedvhentheirdaughteSusarwas
atoddler.l correspondedith AuntieGraceuntil herdeathandafterwardsvith herfamily.

My grandfather'business] WoodwardandCo, Limited,claimedo be the largesof its kind in South
Waleslt wasmainlywholesalehencehetravellingup the valleygo courtretailershut it hadalargeretail
outletonthesitewhosegroundfloor wassubsequentlyoughtbyWoolworthslit soldaplethoreof articles,

12
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but| remembemostlythetoys,includingpedalcarswhichwerodearoundon theupperfloor. It hadan
overheadablesystenfor sendingasho thetill andreturningchangeo the customer.

The Glamorgan Advertiser and Weekly NewsFri, 16 Oct 1925
Mr. H. Woodward,of Endfield, CoityRoad, Bridgend, a director of MessrsH. Woodwardand Co.Ltd,

one of the founders and senior deacon of the English Congregational Chapel, Bridgend, a
prominent Liberal and Freemason,who died on February?21 last, aged 67 years, left an estate
value £12,235, with net personal £7,776. The testator left £100 to each of his seven children,
ElizabethMary Woodward, Clifford Stanley Woodward, Edith Godwin, Thomas Stewart Woodward,
Lily Hoskins, Elsie Catto, and GwendolenRixton; his leasehold garage at Nolton Street, Bridgend,
with stock in trade, book debts, fixtures, etc., to his two sons, charged with an annuity of £100 in
favour of his wife; 150 sharesin H. Woodward& Co.Ltd, to each of the said two sons;£100 such
sharesto his daughter Elizabeth,and 50 each to his sonin law Andrew GordonCatto if still in his
service,the bequestsof these shareschargedwith an annuity of £100 in favour of his wife for life.

Theresidue of his property he left to his wife.

We hadexcursion®y horsebreakto Ogmoreand Southerndowra few milesawayon the coastJovely
andfairly lonelyspotsthen,but now of courseovercrowdedSoutherndowrthe mainattractionbesides
lovelysandandcliffs, wasthe castleof the WyndhamQuinnfamily,the Earlsof Dunravenwhosemain
seatwas,| believejn Ireland.We wereregaledvith talesof the famousEarl who wreckedshipson the
TuskarRockvisibleatlow tide by falselightsandcollectedraluablefrom the corpsesvashedip, oneof

whichwassaidto havebeenhisownson.

My Auntie Gladyshada bungalowin Ogmorefor sometime,wherel wassentto stayafteranillnessl
musthavegot wetandwasgivena mustarcbath Apparentlythis wastoo hot. Whenl wasgettingout, |
think | faintedin the solicitousarmsof my aunt.At the samedime, my uncleStanand my other Auntie
Gladys(neeHaring)werestayingtherein a caravanTheir third son, David, hurt his knee,developed

tuberculosisandwasin the hospitalfor monthsandhislife wasruined.

Theotherdestinatiorior excursionsvasthetiny seasideown of Porthcawbytrain,with changeshough
wehadseveraholidayghere.l canrememberamanbeingdrownedon oneof thebeachesearOgmore
anda glimpseof the body beingcarriedaway Daily excitementvascausedy the arrivalof the Bristol
ChannesteamemnvhosescreamingirencausednyyoungcousinBettyto weepOneholidayl spentthere
with Auntie GladysDunn andher elderson,John.Ilt musthavebeen1917or 1918 but he wasa baby
whom | let fall out of bed and onto his head This did not preventhis gettinga first in chemistryat

Cambridge.

13
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AnothertimewhenNoel andl werestayingat Lalestonwewentto batheatRestBay.My uncleClifford®,
whobythenhadawoodeneg,tookit off andhoppedgamelynto thewater Wewereamusedo find that
heworeonesock asuspendeandtwo drawingpins.

My lastmemoryof Bridgendasa child musthavebeenaftermy grandfatheretired;l wasat Endfield on
myownagainl wentfor quitealongwalkwith him.He alsotook meto the bowlsclub,whichl somehow
connectedvith his beinga Mason We havea photographof him in full regalial don'tthink he or my
grandmothelivedlongafterthat,but | haveno recollectiorof hearingf theirdeathsprobablybecausé
wasawayatschoolor in thearmy.

Dunns

Thefirst of my mother'damilyof whoml knowis my greatgreatgrandfatheStepherunn, bornabout
1770,and a broadclothWeaverat Wiveliscombén SomersetHe marriedHannah who gaveus a
connectiorwith the Vennfamily,aboutwhoma booki® hasbeenpublishedl know nothingabouttheir

9 Clifford StanleyWoodward(1895 1974)Bornin Bridgend,Glamorgan\Wales,on 23 August1895.
Commissionedsa Second_ieutenantin the Glamorganshir& eomanry severelywoundedandlostaleg,
After thewar, Woodwardreturnedto Bridgendandlived at LalestonCottage.

Promotedo Major andappointedasa Justiceof the PeacedJ.P.).
1940shewasChairmanof thelocal Disablemen®Advisory Committeeandpromotedto Lt Colonel

10 Annalsof a Clerical Family: Being SomeAccountof the Family and Descendantef William Venn, Vicar of

Otterton,Devon,16001621JohnVennLondon1904.A memberof the family inventedthe Venndiagram.

14
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eldessixchildrenexceptvhatis statedn myroughattemptatafamilytree buttheseventrchild, Stephen,
18191909 wasmy greatgrandfather.

" h
a1 j
2 Ruth Dunn 4 Daisy Dunn 4 Dr. Stephen Pugh 5 Frances Rosalie Dunn © John Horalio Dmm
9 The Hev. Stephen Dunn 10 Fn'r'\.n:l Chm‘mum 11 Willlam Venn Dunn ?

14 Bliniey Enaiony 15 Hilda Mary Dunn 16 Barnard Venn Dunn

Unfortunatelyalargephotograptof him asawhite-hairedold man,whichl knevvfrom my childhoodin

myg r a n d phamegeaermnss ltavevanishedeventhoughheisin theabovel 904familygroup.

Stephenmarried FrancesChidley Kendrick on 13" August1850at St Nicholas ParishChurchin
Gloucesteris fatheris describedisa manufactureandF r a nfatherasécoalmerchant.

1847 Marriage sol alal B el S af/ Al inthaGountyofML_
No.|  When Martied. Name and Surname. Age. Coudition, Rank or Profession, | Residence at the Time of Marriage. TFather's Neme and Surii. “"’*"%.‘1‘:’:‘“"""
I B e
4 VA ' ]
| | 7 A Bl ity st | g o L e | Bt
Mactied in the__foure i (Ol we ding to the Rites and Ceremonies of the iens
Thiallnmngeﬁﬁt_,/ j S " ’*"
e | e el B 2
en us, 4 of us,
— &

Whenhe marriedFrancesthis gaveusadistantrelationshipvith the Bomfordsof BevingtorHall in the
Valeof Eveshamandthe Martineausf Birminghan{Lord Mayorsof BirminghamandHarrietMartineau,
asociologisandabolitionist).

15
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The BomfordfamilywereBaptistsandsupportedhe Chapeht Atch Lenchfor manyyearsThe Baptist
ChapelndManseat Dunningtonwerebuilt asa resultof Bomford sinfluenceandRaymondBomford
regularlyvorshippedhere.Raymondvasthe treasureanddeacorof this chapelThe Bomfordarchive
recordsStepherDunn of Atch LenchsayingiiRaythewitandBerthesingeRaywagheenginegndRaythe
farmér This recordshe farmingpartnershipf brothersRaymondRay)andBenjaminBen)Bomford,
whofarmed4,000acresaroundBevingtorHall andHarvingtonLodge.
StephemwasaBaptistministerat Atch Lenchin the Valeof Eveshamandl think alsoat Dunningtonjust
over the Warwickshirdorder.BillingsDirectory of Worcestershir€l855)lists:fiDunn, Rev.Stephen,
BaptistMinister,ChapeH o u suredérAtch Lench

i

Ll
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He is buriedin the graveyardt Atch Lench.l havetakenphotograph®f his graveandof laterfamily
members

17
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We usedto be shownalanebetweerAtch LenchandHarvingtonandthe cornercalledDunn'sCorner,
wherehefell out of histrap.l inheriteda Josephuom him, alongwith the chairon whichhewassaidto

havewrittenhissermonsAnd that,sadlyjs alll knowaboutmy maternagreatgrandfatheandmaternal
grandmother.

The father of Amelia (Millie) Mary Ellawaywas Henry Horn Ellaway(18331887),an aldermanof
Birminghanmandbrasgounder.

Father of Arthur and Grannie Dunn - Great
grandfather of Noel and SWW

THE LATE MR. M. M. ELLAWAY,

(EX-ALDERMAN.)

Their fifth child, John Horatio, was my grandfatherHe wasborn in 1859 and marriedmy great
grandmotherAmelia(Millie) Mary Ellaway(18601937) about1883.It wasat their housein Rushford,
SalfordPriors,wherel havemy earliestnemories.

18
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Rushford

Thefarmhousevasrentedfrom the Bomfordsof Birminghanfarm,abouta mileawaywho farmedthe
land.As we oncereceived gift of venisorfrom the Marquisof Hertford, 4 milesawayat RagleyHall, |
imaginghe Bomfordsweretenantof the MarquisRushfords not in the village but amileawayon the
Alcesterto EveshanmRoad,andso aboutmidwaybetweenmtch Lenchand Dunnington,whoseBaptist

chapelsveattended.

19
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JohnHoratioDunn

My grandfathestartedawholesalbusiness WorcesteBtreetBirminghamnearthe Bullring,andit was
demolisheduringthe 193945war.

20
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My grandparentsadlivedin the city, but about1905 theymovedto Rushfordwhichtheypresumably
knewfrom the Rev.Stepherandthe Bomfords.

My grandfathecommutedo Birminghanirom SalfordPriors whichhasastationon theline. Thismeant
adriveof aboutl.5milesby horseandtrap eachway.My brotherNoel andl oftenwentwith himin the
morning,andthe gardenedackBarclay let ushold the reinswhile LadyGreywalkedup a slightrisenear
ParkHall on thewayback.

21
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Whatahill it waswhenonedayJackwassodeepin hisnewspapehatwhenLadyGreybrokeinto atrot,
I wenton holdingthereinsfor sometimebeforehenoticed.

ParkHallwastheresidencef the Seymoursglative®f the Marquisof Hertford. Overthewall,wecould
seeamostmagnificentopperbeechWe neverwentto the gardenbut oncewewentto acricketmatch
in thefield beyond.

In the samdanelivedSquireSlatter] neversawhim, but hislife musthavebeenanechoof countryside
hierarchyor squirearchyNor did weevergointo the Salfordparishchurch thoughwe passed nearthe

station.excepbn Toiels (sedater)marriage.

Theotherthrill atthe stationwasthatthe Guardlet uswavetheflagto startthetrain,andhe presenteds
with an old greenflag we hadfor yearsin the nursery At the station,we sawour first example®of

advertisementhatdescribethecountrysideandl think therewereHallsDistempemenwith aladder),
andPearssoap(lotsof lather)

.
Tt~
o WL TME CAl

T

Butl mustexplairwhywewerelivingatRushfordMy g r a n d po&desehildwasiy mother,Francis
(Ros)Rosali€18841943. Throughbusinessonnectionsvith the Woodward®f Bridgendshemetmy

father,LeonardVedlicottWoodwardTheyweremarriedin Junel908 the monthof rosesasthe parish
magazineertainlyputit. He was] think,onlyafewmonthsolderthanmymother butcontractediiabetes
in thedayseforeinsulinanddiedin 1913My brotherJohnNoelLeonardvasbornin 1909andl in 1911,
sol haveno memoryof himwhatsoever.

22
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LeonardMedlicott Woodward

A mixtureof shynesanddelicacypreventednefrom askingmy motheraboutLeonard?! (1884- 1913)
andthefollowingis alll know.Theyhadfirst livedin ParkStreetBridgendwheremy brotherwasborn.
Theymovedto 46 ForestRoad Moseleywherel wasbornon 18h July1911.Soonafter,theymovedto

Redding'®Road wheremy fatherdied.My motherwentto work with herparentsat Rushfordwhenl was
justtwo.| discoverethatthegreaWG Gracewasbornon mybirthdayanddiedon mymother'soirthday,
234 October

All I possessef my father'sgxceptor hisgenesis a pairof golf cufflinkswith anLMW monogranmand
the Bible he receivedrom the EnglishCongregationgundaySchoolin Bridgendon his marriagelt
containsaaconcordancandglossanandhasalway$eernveryuseful.

My auntsdescribénim asagoodman.My motherwasclearlyin lovewith him andshatteredy his early
death Shetold my wife thathe waslike me,activeandgoingupstairgwo atatime.l havea photograph
of him ataboutthreeandanotherpresumablfrom thetime of hismarriageRecentlyanauntunearthed
alettet2 he'dwrittenfrom Germanywherehewentfor afew monthsbeforehis deathto betreatedor
hisdiabetes.

WeEnglishtendto swingbetweenhetwo extremesf thinkingweareatop nationandthinkingthatevery
other nations@veathercooking,or whateveiis betterthan ours. It musthavebeenthoughtthat the

Germansvereaheadf usin thetreatmenbf diabetein 1913 put myfatherreportsthatit wasthe same
asthathewasgivenby the Englishdoctors.

He seemdo havebeensuccessfih businessaandalthoughhewaslivingin Birminghamworkingfor the
Dunn firm, | imaginehe kept up the connectionwith his father'sfirm in Bridgendasit wasthrough
businesthatthefamiliesmustfirst havemet.

FrancedRosalieWoodward

My mother FrancedRosaligheeDunn) Woodward(18841943) waseducatedt CampHill Grammar
Schoofor Girls,oneof thenineschool®f theKing EdwardVl Foundationandthensituatedt Stratford
PlaceMoseleyShewasbright,particularlyn mathematic@ndwon prizes Shewasthensentto German
Switzerlantb befinishedor ayearor two.| don'tthink shewasparticularhihappyor thatshestayedong
enouglto mastetanguages.

11B: 3 Sept1884BridgendD: 5 Jul 1913Atch LenchAlcester/Evesham

12 |_etteron CentralHotel Berlin notepapeto H. Woodward& Co.dated14™ March1913

23
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Althoughl remembethatwhenl startedGermanat9 or 10,shequotedthe openinginesof the Lorelei

accuratelin Germanfilchweiichtywasolesedeutddalichsatrauridpird (I donotknowwhatt mighbode.
Thatl shouldesosajl

Shehelpedmy grandfathewith the businesen Worcestetreetfterhereturnedhome.lt waslike the
Bridgendirm, wholesal#oys stationeryhaberdashergndwhateveelsel think shewentwith myfather
to the Leipzigtoy fair, agreatannuakvent aftertheirmarriage

After hisdeath shesoldthe houseon Redding'®Roadandmovedwith my brotherandmeto Rushford.
Shecommutedvith my grandfathebackto the job shehadheldbeforehermarriageasasecretargtthe
firm. JackBarclaydrovethemboth to the stationin thetrap,with LadyGreybetweertheshaftsThisisa
photo of mewith Noel,our motherandAuntie AmeliaDunn.

| think thatthe customsf thetimewouldnormallyhaveledmy motherto the quietlife of awidowliving
on a smallincomeleft by her husbandand spendingall her time with the two youngchildren.But she

droppedt to goto workto the benefitof our educationandl havealwaysppreciatetierselfsacrifice.

Earliestmemories

It meantthatmy earliestnemoryof my motherwasabelovedut rarelyseerfigure.Our dayswverespent
with GrannieDunn (1881photobelow).

24
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ShewashelpedyAuntieHildaDunn, FlorrieSalisburyaffectionatelignownasT oie, the maidof allwork,

our housemaidatie SusanandJackBarclaythe gardenetdatersucceedebly ErnestPorter.

Oneof the earliessongsve sangvas/K-k-k- Katighegirlthatl adorevhethemooshinesnthecceccowshed
I'll bewaitingttheki-k-kitchedoayand of coursethe 1914FirstWorld Warsongs.

| supposenyveryfirstmemonthatcanbedateds 7th Decembefl913for thenl camedownto breakfast
in thefarmhouséitchento seeNoelstandingon achairproclaimindiewas4 yearld.| canalsovisualise
him in that samekitchen,beingcarriedon the shoulder®f the strappinggreatGermanafriend of my

mother'sbrother,UncleStan proughtbackfrom a stayin GermanyAm | merelyisualisingvhatl was
told later,or canl besureThatmusthaveoccurredeforethe 1914war.

The otherfixed dateis duringthe warthat startedn August1914. recallit hadbeengoingon for some
time.Noelandl werehalfwayto thegarderwhenGranniestoppedisto sayKitchenertadbeendrowned.

Life at Rushford.

Thelargewalledgarderwasadelightto us.| remembethelonggateon whichwe couldswing thegravel
pathto the front door circlinground a weepingashtree underwhich we couldhide from visitors.The
standardoses|oganberriegndthe peachreeagainsthewall.

In onecornerwasa low buildingwhichcontaineda threeseatetavatoryusedexclusively, think, by my

brotherandme,agreatdelight whichemptiedngeniouslynto the farmyardnuckbelow.

Beyondhegarderwasafieldin whichtherewasatenniscourt,thoughtherewasasmalloneon thefront
lawnbetweenhehouseandthelilactreesaroundwhichswungahammockWespenimoretimeamongst
the farm buildingsthe stablesthe saddlingoom, the farmyardthe enormousarnwherethe trap was
kept,andthelaneleadingdownto the brook andalongthe meadowOppositethe housewasanorchard
andsomeclimbableElm trees.
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Oneof the outhousesvascalleda cartwheeby the farmworkerslt wassomeyeardeforel interpreted

Rushford Farmfront

thisasahouseor shedfor acart.
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It musthavebeenabout1914that we startedwalkingup to BevingtonHall to havelessonsith Dick
Bomfordfrom MissPerkinsl wasproudthatattheageof threel knewmythreetimestableandcouldtie
my own bootlacesThe only othermemorie®f Bevingtorareof waterwagtailon the lawn mostpeople
calledhempiedwagtailsandthe sandabledepictinghe mapof Palestinén theschoolroom.

Of Mrs Bomford,l remembenothing,but her husbandUncleRay intriguedme.We satbehindhim at
DunningtonChapelandthe creasat the backof hisneckconvincednethathis headhadcomeoff and
beensewnbackon againTheiroldersonsNormanandDouglaswerealreadygrownup. Somehowthey
weredistantffiguresoccasionallgeeron horsebackyut Dick wasonlyalittle olderthanus.He wasrather
fat. I'm afraidl laughedvhenhefell in the brook at Rushfordput | weptstandingn the wholefoot of
waterwhenl fell in myself.The anxiousNoel fetchedevenmorefrightenedvomenfrom the houseto
rescuels.

OtherBomfordslivedaround.The nearestvasMissMaryat the Pitchill Farm justafew 100yardsaway.
There thefamilyhadanengineeringiorkshopto mendtheirploughsandploughingengines.
Welovedwatchingheblacksmithatworkand duringthreshingime,with the crueltyof youth,beatmice
to deathastheyranfrom the diminishingicks.One hadits revengéy gettingup the sleevenf my jacket
andfrighteningmeto deathl canstillsmeltheodourof strainegotatoeswhichmusthavebeerprepared
for animafodder.

Other Bomfordslived at SalfordLodgeandHarvingtonLodge,alsoon the EveshanRoad.l think the
Bomfordsownedthe landup to No Man'sBushon the outskirtsof Atch Lenchatthe top of the wood.
Thiswasthelocallandmarkgonsistingf atalltreeandashortone thatlookedlike the smallletterfih 6 .
| wagoldthePitchillwassonamedecaus€romwelpitchechiscamptherebeforethebattleof Evesham.
Asthistook placesome350yeardeforehisbirth, | preferredo thinkit wasthebattleof Worcestersome
15milesto the West.

Thelaneleadingup to thewoodandhill wasCanLane presumablgcorruptionof CamplLane It wasour
routefor theannuaprimrosepicking.
TheBomfordswvereexperimentdbrmersthoughtheirploughingnethodwasnot unusuaWeparticularly
enjoyedvatchinghe two ploughingenginest eachendof afield, whichpulledthe ploughfito andf r o 6
on acableThereweresigndn someof thefieldsof anattempto attractrainby mean®f postsandwires,
presumablglectrifiedywhichhadprovedafailure At theendof theWar thehaltfunnelsof two redundant
shipsappeareth thefarmyardat Rushfordthiswasthefirst form of silage.

Theyalsohadlandin Hampshireandthe engineerindirm of Bomford and Evershedvaspresumably

partiallyownedbytheirfamily Dick, howeverafterBromsgrové&choolwentto WadhanCollegeQxford
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andbecamae physiciarat The LondonHospital3 | nevermetDick againput by coincidencdf wasto
him that our familydoctorsentmy wife on one occasiorat The LondonHospital He alsodid a spellas

RadioDoctor.

Thereweretwo fixedweeklyeventsthe BaptistChapelto whichwedrovein thetrap,but from whichwe

walkechomewith Katiebeforethesermon.

Nextdoorto the BaptistChapelvasa Hall in whichl vaguelyememberetivo eventsonewasalantern
slidelectureby mygrandfatheon Russiawhichhepresumablyisitedbeforethewarfor businesseasons.
Theonlytangiblesouveniof Russiavasawoodemapkinringwith apictureof housesndasledgewhich

wasstill in use.

The secondeventwasmy first appearancen stagewhen! hadrecited:/A wassittingpnthedoorsteating

breadndam bcollapsedh tearsandwaswithdrawn.

A walkof amileandahalf or sowasnothingin thosedaysthoughit is afearfuldistancdor the modern
carbornegeneratioto contemplateT hesecondvalk barelyhalfamileeachway took usjustbeyondhe

Crosgo awoodenleanto shopwherewe spentour weeklypocketmoney.

The penny(old style)boughtalovelybar of creamchocolateor four FarthingBuns.The penny by the
way alsoboughtabeautifuredstampfor letterspr agreerhalf pennywassufficienfor apostcardwhich
arrivedthe nextday.In the 703, it cost40timesasmuchfor a postcardo reachits destinatiorby first-

cdasspostthe nextday.9pisworth, in monetaryterms 43.2old halfpenniesln 1981it was 14p,in 1984
17p.

Thiswasstillthehorseageputtheinternalcombustiorenginevasjustbeginningo makeitselffelt or felt

literally.We had tricycles,and Noel venturedinto the road outsidethe Rushfordand encounterec

motorbike but hegot nothingworsethanbloodyknees.

Thefirst carl canremembemwasa T-modelFord with a singleforwardanda singlereversegear.This
belongdto the Flemingsfriendsof Auntie Hilda.| puzzledfor sometime asto how it hadmadethe
journeyfrom Swedenit latertranspiredhatit hadonlycomefrom Swindonin whosesocceteamHarold

Flemingwasoneof the mostfamouswingsof theday.

13Whenthe editor (DJR) wasa junior medicalofficer at The LondonHospitalin 1976, examined

andadmittedtheretiredDr RichardBomford underthe careof my boss,Sir JohnEllis.
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Amelia Mary Dunn*4and Hilda Mary Dunn

Duringthesdirst five yearsGrannieandAuntielookedafteruswith the helpof servantavly motherwent
to workin Birminghanwith herfather.

My Granniewasbornin 1860in theHorseFairin thecentreof BirminghamShecouldremembekinsmen
pickingblackberriem thefieldswherethe CorporatiorStreetvaslatercutthrough Her fatherwason the
CityCouncill alwaysinderstoodrom GranniethathewasLord Mayor but| couldnotfind hisnameon
thelist,andNoelBs cousinSidneysaid gotit wrong.PerhapsiewasonlyanAldermanHer brother,Uncle

Arthur, laterbecameanAldermartoo.

ArthurwagtherichunclewhomwerarelysawHe livedwith hisSwissvife, Aunt Margueriterathergrandly
in Edgbastomt10AmptonRoadjustaboutextdoorto thehousevherd recentlyeadhatLawnTennis
wasinvented.

Their only son, Norman, was older than us, and clotheswere passedn. He went to WestHouse
Preparatongschool thento OundleandOriel College Oxford. Later,he tried for yeargo qualifyasa
doctorbut wasneversuccessfuHis motherfound a Swisswife for him,andhediedratheryounglt was
Aunt Margueritewho steamrolledny parentsinto namingmy brother Noel becausédie wasborn in

Decemberandshethoughtit wascloseenoughto ChristmasNoel is now almostuniversallknownas
John.

My grandmothehadasistercalledClariewholivedin CottonLane Moseleywith heraccountarthusband
Will Evans.Theyhadno childrenweonly sawthemoccasionally.

Wesawmoreof herhalfsisterJessidjAuntie] a cwhdsehusbandUncleGeorgeranafur business

Leedshut latermovedto EdgbastonTheirsonSidneyanonly child,wentto King Edward'sandthento

2 anAd O \/alantinAnDAAA

14 Amelia Mary (1861-1937) was the wife of JohnHoratio Dunn. Their daughterswere Frances
Rosalie(1884-1943 andHilda Mary (born 1887).StanleyEllaway Dunn (1890-1938) wastheir

only son.
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Queen'Oxford. He wastwicemarried ashisfirst wife died,but theyhadno children Westill exchange
Christmagardsasof 1995heiswellinto his90s.
In thosedaysit costawholeshilling(5p)to makealongdistanceéelephoneallatnight.It staggermeto

find thatSidneytelephonedhis motherfrom Londoneverynight. Whatextravaganc@/hataffection!

AuntieHildanevemarriedsoshelivedwith herparentsat Rushfordl ratherthink shehadasweetheart
whowaskilled,presumablin the 1914war.Shewasverykind andindeedasecondnotherto us.Wewere
alsoveryfond of Toie

andlaterof herhusbandAlan Bloxhamwhomshemarriedwhenhereturnedrom thewarin Salonika.
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AlanwasalocalladwholivedattheLodgeon thewayto Pitchill,some200yardsSrom Rushfordandfrom
the cottagavhereToiels parentdivedopposite Alanworkedin the engineshopat Pitchillandsometimes
in the fieldstoo, for | havea vaguememoryof the walk backfrom Pitchill acrosshe fields towards
Bevingtonwith Toie carryingunchto workersin the fields.There probablyat harvestwe chasednice

occasionallyith successndrabbitsnever astheyescapedsfrom the dwindlingcentreof the cornfield.

Wewereveryconsciousf thewar,but it hardlyaffectedus.Noelandl usedto walkaroundthe farm at
Rushfordpretendinghatthe stingingnettlewasLittle Willy, thetall sonof KaisemBill. ButwhenGerman
prisoner®f wararrivedat Pitchillto helpwith the farm,we madefriendswith themandlaidno blameon

them.It musthavebeentowardshe endof thewar,whenl was6 or 7,andcouldreadthat! decidedve
wouldwin by graduallyakingall Germaiss prisoner! usedo scarthe BirminghanPosteverydayto tot

upthescore.

In 1916, my mother bought a semidetached house at number 6 Valentine Road,

= |

KingsHeath,in Birminghamjustaroundthe cornerfrom 29 AshfieldAvenuewheremy friends'parents

hadlived,andtheyrentedt out whentheymovedto Rushford.

I think hermotivewasto benearasuitableschoolfor Noelandme.So,atfive,| wentto aprivateschool,
thenonthecornerof SchooRoadandOxford Roadn Moseleyabouta 10-minutewalkawaylt wassoon
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to be movedto GreenHill Roadaboutthe samedistancelt wasrun by Mr andMrs Niblett andcalled

MoseleyodernSchool.

Wewereproudof our greencapswith the lettersMMS, but NationalSchoolchildrenpassindy usecdto
jeerusasthe MoseleyMuck Sweepers.

| think | learnedjuitealot thereandwasusuallyhappy.Theartwasuninspiringl canremembenothing
aboutit excepthavingto pick alaurelleafon the wayandthendrawit. | wasincompetenandbored.In
breaktime,we playedn thegardenl supposeherewereabout30or 400f us,girlsandboys.| oncegot
into afight andwaswindedby apunchin thesolarplexusput usuallyit wasthe mostpeacefugjamedjke
gatheringwutsin May.

Oneday,l weptin class| think onlybecausé couldnot do somework andwassentout of the roomtill

| stoppeccrying A few minutedater,aboycamento the hallto summormeback but | hadn'tmanaged
to stopmytearsl repliedMr Niblett cameoutin afury andrebukedmefor disobediencé.neverforgot
thatinjustice.

But usuallyhewaskind andapparentlyhoughtenoughof myworkto comeroundandaskmy motherto
keepmeon andlet metry for ascholarshipo King Edwardsat11.l remembebeingratherembarrassed
by thepresencef Bonnie my mother'sPomeraniarcompletewith illicit puppiesn abasket.
Sherefusedhavingdecidedhatwefourth-clasdoyswith aworkingmothershouldgoto boardingschool.
| leftatEasterl 920andfollowedNoelto WestHouse StJamesBoad Edgbastortheleadingrepschool
in Birminghamandno doubtrecommendely greatuncleArthur, whosesonNormanhadbeenthere.

Oddmemoriesf Rushford

I have afew morefleeting disconnectechemorief Rushfordthat maybe of someinterestlt wasa
squaréhouseplannedsomethindikethis.
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The bathroomwasa bit of alaughastherewasno bathin it! It wasjustalavatoryandabig spaceWe,
childrenusedthe bathtubat the front of the kitchenfire. | remembepneexpeditiorto EveshamWere
the sixmilesstill donein thetrap?We sawour first film, CharlieChaplinandanothertrip to Stratfordto

seeaplay Wasit TwelfthNight?Thiswasin the old theatrebeforeit wasburntdownin 1917.

Which remindsme that our first experiencef modernarchitectureand probablymanypeoplein the
Midlandswasthe newtheatre For us,it wasin the early30s,a plainfactorylike monstrositycompared
with the VictorianEdwardiarfussinesthatwewereusedo.

Other delightsincludedwalksacrosshe meadowdrom SalfordPriors churchto the lovelyweir and
footbridgeon the Avon andup to the bankto teaat CleevePrior for boiledeggandhoneyin a cottage
belongindgo Mrs Goole.

Wewentto teawith two old ladiesvho livedneaWixford Stationby the bridgecarryindcknieldStreet!
think theywereBomfords,andtheywerethe lastpeoplel knewwho worethe old bonnetandribbons.
Wixford wasthe secondstationfrom SalfordPriors,Brom Junctionbeingin betweerandon the wayto

AlcestelandBirmingham.
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Brom Junctionwe only wentonce whentherewasatreeacrosshe roadat ParkHall, andJackBarclay

hadto turn andhurrymy Grandfatheto Dunningtonto catchhistrainthere.
Therewasajingleattributed pf courseto ShakespeanehichmentionedVixford afidhedrunkeBrown
andpapistVixford 6

GrannieandAuntieHildareturnedo Birminghanin 1921 Shegavd_adyGreyto Ernestandwasfurious
whenhesoldher,asshewasto enjoyherretirement.

Westill wentto SalfordPrior, stayingvith Toie andAlanin their brick-built, moderncottageTherewas
no bathroom,andthe lavatorywasat the bottom of the gardenlt washerethatwe learnedhe skill of

listeningo thewirelesdy adjustinghe cats whiskeron the crystal.

1920WestHouseSchool

It musthavebeena greatsacrificefor my motherto paythe feesfor full-boardersl think sheneednot
haveworkedif shehadsentusasdayboys.

| appearedsWoodwardVSminor8.9.It wasonlylaterthatit wasdiscovered wasreallyWoodwardsW.
| wasin Form5bunderthe Reverend\. L. Lloydandstarted_atinandFrench.

| hadameteoriccareerwonfirst prizesn five successiierms5b,5a,4b,4a,and3.1 wasonlysecondn
2,bywhichtimel wasworkingwith mucholderboys.

Modestypreventame from goinginto too muchdetail. My hoardinginstinctmakest unnecessargsl|
havepreservethe W. H. S.prospectusindthe memoriapamphleto thefoundingheadmasteA. P.C.
Field,andallmyreports.

It wasan excellenschoo] its headmastawasC. P. Aubrey,but halfwaythroughmy five yearsPudley
Field,the founder'sson, returnedfrom the Navy andbecamehe joint head.He inheritedhis father's
Christiammotivation andthe school'sonewasexcellentSowere mostof the masters.
PerhapsnostadmirablevasH. L. Nichols,who taughthistoryandwasan excellengamesoach We
admiredhethreeCsof hisCorpusChristiCollegeCambridgehlazer.

Thehousemasteof WoodbournavasH. A. Morris,whotaughtgeographgndwasstrictbutfair. My best
subjectsveremathgexcepgeometrandtrigonometrytaughtoy MissHendersonlandLatinandGreek.
Thelasttime| took it up waslate,aftersometime learningGermanasit wasdecided shouldtry for a
classicacholarshigGermanwastaughtoyMr B. A. Stoneinevitablynickname&teinWesandiRoseldin,
oneof theworld'ssimplesandgreategboemsuntil amastenextdoorbangedn thewall.

During my lasttwo yearswe weretaughtclassicby a newyoungmasterRolandLauncelotHe took an
interesin me,andl owedhim agreatdeal Unfortunatelyl] wasneverto seehim agairafterl left.

He oncecalledon mein Cambridgéutfoundmeout. He wasthenatEly TheologicaCollegeManyyears
later,hewroteto mefor advicehatl, asaheadmastecouldoffer. But oneof the minortragedies life
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isthat! did not fully appreciatéhatwe shouldshowour thanksto thosewho helpedusin our youth, and
oftenhaveno opportunityto do soin lateryears

I hadarivalin la, AnthonySeymoudonessonof aBirminghanENT surgeonl wassecondn my last
term, but | happenedo beathim and so spentit asHeadBoy. Seymourdoneswvon a scholarshigo
Shrewsbury. only sawhim onceagairwhenwewereboth parentf girlsat SaintMary'sSchool Calne.
He wassomesortof specialishearbySpecialistarenow calledconsultants.

Thegroundf WoodbournetheboardinghouseadjoinedheschoolWehadbreakfasandsuppethere,
butlunchwasin themainschooldiningroomwith someof thedayboys.Thefood wasn'tgood thoughl
don'tthink it wasanyworsethanmostschoolsn thosedays.

| thinkit wasthenthatMarmitefirst cameio marketl remembebeinggivensometo spreadnthebiscuit,
butwith arustypenknife] couldnot bringmyselfto eatit for decadedNow | enjoyit andno doubtprofit
from thevitaminB.

I remembewe keptsmallbottlesof Worcestershirgaucen our pocketgo pour surreptitiouslpnto the
meatmuchasour medievalorebearsisedspicego maskthetasteof rancidmeat.

Buildingextensionsvereaddedduringmy time, but we tendedto be cold in winter,huddledmiserably
againsineffectuatadiatorsThe gamesveregood.As youngstersye playedn asmallfield adjoininghe
school.In my first termin 1920,my top scorein cricketwas23.| canstill hearthe crashas!| pulleda
straighballto the boundaryence.

We playedagainsbther schoolsPackwoodHaugh,thenin the Warwickshireountrysideout now in
Shropshird..ickey,HandsworthiWood,andthe RC Oratory,thenin Edgbastonilt wasa greatdaywhen
Noel,whoisleft-handechaturaloff break powledout the Duke of Norfolk.

| gotinto the FirstElevenandeventuallyvon a cricketbagfor beingatthetop of theaverages.alsogot
onto thesocceelevenbut | wasnot averyeffectiveforward.

Hockeywasmy bestgamelt wasmostunusuafor aboys@repschoolto playthisgameatall.
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We hadto sufferthe indignityof playingagainsEdgbastorHigh Schooffor Girls andthe ChurchHigh
Schooffor Girls. Theyweremucholderandtallerthanwe were We weretoo gallantto extractthe ball
from betweertheirskirts,nor wereweallowedo hooktheir sticksaswasallowedn men'shockey.

Our standaranusthavebeenfairly high.Oneof theboyswholeft justbeforemytime,HCA Tom Gaunt,

wenton to gethishaltblueat CambridgeandBobbyWhitlock,a contemporargf mine,wasthe regular
Englandcentreforwardbeforethe SecondVorld War,in whichhewaskilled. Tom Gaunt,| metseveral
timesasHeadmastesf Malvernanda Canonmat Winchester.

GA Strasseplayedamateursoccerfor England.Archie Warr playedrugger,l think for England,and
became mastemt Harrow.AnothercontemporaryasJoel eslieBlackhamywho wroteto mewhenhe
wasaretiredAdmiral.He hadreadashortarticlel wrotein the WHSmagazine.
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A heroto usboys ET Hewetson,who playedcricketfor Warwickandwasconsideredhe fastesbowler

in England] methim once yeardater, whenwewereboth parentf boysat PackvoodSchool.
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The schoolwasalsostrongin shootingandregularlyankedhighin internationapoint-22 competitions.
Noelwasanexcellenshot,but | nevergraduatethteyondhe 10-yardairgunrangel enjoyedhis,though
I hadamomentof anxietywhenl accidentallfired ashotwhileMr Dixon waschanginghetargetsThe

pellethit the fat clergymaiin the calf,andhejumped|'m gladto saythattherewasno audibleoath,and

hewasn'tveryangry.

After thefirst yearor two, wedrovein horsedrawncabso RichmondHill in ChadValley aboutoneand
ahalf milesawayto asplendidield. Whenproficient,wewereallowedo cycle All the maingamesand
sportswereheldthere.In the latter,| tendedto comesecondor third andwon quitea lot of silverand
bronzemedalsthe longdistancdalfmilewasmy best.

At schoolweplayedamarvellougameof hockeyon the hardplaygroundndalsohadgymlessonsThe
masterfor this, Mr Lansdownewaselderly;indeed he hadtaughtmy motherdancingin his day.We
performedon parallebars put hisforte wason the highhorizontabar.l wasverysmall andthe barwas
higherabovemy headput of myreachhowevehardl jumpedMr Lansdowng@ut hishandon thenape
of myneck,andl saileceasilyup. I've neverdiscoveredhe explanatiorfior thisseemindpreakin thelaws
of gravity.

I havemanyother memorieof a happyfive yearsat WestHouseSchool.The Sundayafternoonwalks
wereratherlimited.We usuallychoseone of only threepossibilitiesEdgbastorPark,privatelyowned |
believeby a knightedSmith,who madebedsteadsyith the circumambulatioof hislakesThe Botanical
Gardenswith its smallcollectionof animalswerequitenear.Thereptilehouseparticularlfascinatedis.
We usedto love watchingthe crocodilesor weretheyalligatorsasa successionf skinsrolled backto
reveatheireyesThe Art Gallerywasthethird choicel particularlyemembeEpstein'€insteinandthe

PreRaphaelitpicturesof Birmingham'swnBurneJones.
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Other joyswerewalksto the Warwickshir&Countycricketground,whereinternationahockeymatches
wereplayedn the winteron the superhturf. C. L. Spackmarthe Englishmarbackin hisimmaculatdid
gloveswasmy particulahero.In thehot summenf 1921) sawWarwickplayArmstrongs allconquering
Australianshere MostspectaculavasCE P e | [fieldin§ashe cut off manya boundaryoppositeour
stand.

My Warwickshir&erowasfourth in thebattingorderof CalthorpeBatesCharleswortrandQuaife.The
HonourableFitzroy SomersetGough Calttorpe gavehis nameto 4 roadsin Edgbastonandit was
appropriatén thosedayshatthe countyshouldbe captainedby anaristocratanamateurof courseywho
cameout of adifferentgatefrom hisopeningpartnertheimmaculat®atessonof the groundsmarand
of coursea professionaButlittle W G (Billy) Quaifewasa joy to watch thoughhehadto scoremostof

his runsbehindthe wicket.I think thatif | lookedup Wisden] shouldfind that he made30 againsthe
Australiansindwascaughbehindon thelastballbeforelunch.l think hewasatthetop of theaveragan

1901.

On onememorablevccasionDudleyFieldlent ustwo membershigickets,andwe wereallowedto go
downon ourown. Wecalledn athisEdgbastotouseon theway | think thiswasthefirst occasiorthat
| donnedheadphone® listento thewireless.

Wewalkedregularlyn the summetermsthroughsomerathershabbystreetgo the BristolRoadandthe
Kent Streebaths.Theinstructorwalkedacrossa plank holdingabeltloopedaroundour tummiesashe
surreptitiousljowerecdhis hand wefound ourselveswimmingunaided.

On Sundaymorningswe walkedacrosghe roadto SaintJ a m@&hsirdh,which washigh andboring,
thoughl suppos¢hegloriousproseof the Anglicarliturgysankinto mysubconsciousnforgettablyNoel
hada goodploy; he faintedat the smellof incenseandmissedhe sermonBut on Sundayeveningswe
wereallowedo sitin thedrawingroomat Woodbournendwerereadto or laughedur waythroughthe
boundvolumesof Punch.

About1988someold boysstarteda Societyandmynamewasgiven) think, throughDudleyF i e distbrd s
andl joined.l wroteapiecefor the magazinaboutthe schoolfrom 1920to 1925 andlaterattendedhe

school'90h anniversargndthe rededicationf thewarMemorial.

Mr A. P.C.Fieldhadbeeraboy,or hadsomeconnectiorwith Oakhantchool Mr Hodgetheheadmaster,
hadturnedthislocalgrammaschoolinto apublicschooljustasThringhaddonewith Uppinghanafew
yeargarlierafewmilesawayHis son,H SVereHodge wasahousemastett Tonbridgeandto hishouse
went a successionf WestHouseboysat that time. TheyincludedHCA Gaunt,two Hudsons two
BoswellsJM Wright, and MichaelField,D u d | yoyngbsother.l followedtwo yeardaterin 1925.1
treasuredandhavepreservedmyfirst telegranirom Mr Brooke the secretaryo the headof Tonbridge,
oSecorddiddscholarsifipO0congratulatiBngoke .

My motherhadtakenmedowntherefor the examandin spiteof nightsdisturbedoy traffic in the front

room of the TonbridgeRose& CrownHotel,| haddonewell enoughto comesecondo JGW Davies.
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£100wagthenenougho goalongwayto provideevertheboardingees! returnedo WestHouseSchool
for my lastfortnight,wearingnyfirst pairof longtrousers.

DudleyFieldgavemeafinal 0 pjia wtd usethe early20" centuryterm,in whichhetold methat! had
too keenasensef justicel wasnot awareof this,andwonderedvhatl wassupposedo do aboutit!

Severachoolists mosttermreportsandthe WestHouseChroniclestartedvhilstl wasthere havebeen
preservefbr anyonénterested.

19161925yearsbeforeTonbridge

Beforel writeaboutTonbridgeletmementionafewevent®verthelastnineyearshatwereunconnected
with school.

Number6 ValentineRoadwasan ordinaryd s e rthie dnly distinguishindeatureof its gardenwasa
splendidGreengagéree.We had a successionf housekeepett® look after us duringthe day,asmy
mothercommutedor two andahalf pennieg1p)eachwayby tramto herfather'sousinesfn Worcester
Street.

Theonlyhousekeepércanremembewasarathersplendicbne, whowehadto callbAuntieMaryBiddié .
I canremembediscussinthe world situationwith her atthe ageof aboutsevenShethoughtthatif the
nationsgot togetherandworkedout how muchof eachcommoditythe world needecandwho wasto
providewhat,futurewarswouldbeavoidedHow right shewas!

A greateventwasScarlefFever whichNoel andl both caughtlt wasa veryseriousaffairin thosedays
andtook severalveekgo recoverOnly Granniewasallowedn throughthe heavilycurtainedioor of our
bedroomWehadto talkto Motherthroughthewindow.Theworstthingwasthatourtoysandbookshad

to beburntafterwards.

In 1917 purgrandfathedied andwewerecertainlynotatRushfordhen.He waskind,thoughoccasionally
fierce,asl amto mygrandchildremyut hislife asacommutehadmeanthatwe sawverylittle of him.

In 1918 weweregiventhe dayoff schoolon 11 Novemberl remembemilling aboutin the crowdsin
VictoriaSquarén the heartof Birminghanto celebrat¢he Armisticeln the samesquareyweboughtour
first WarSaving€ertificate$15shillingsand6p,whichequals7 1/2p), risingto apoundin five yearslf

I remembecorrectlywehadto climbontoanarmytankto do so.

The othersummetholidayvisit wasto Llandudnoor ColwynBaynextdoor. My motherandfatherhad
spenttheirhoneymoornn 1908at llfracombe but shenevertook ustherefor obviousreasons.

But we still enjoyedRushford One of thosesoft bricksof the housepuilt, | supposeabout1800,had
worn awaylt wasabouta foot abovegroundlevel.Noel andl wereconvincedhatthe housewouldtip

over.Sowegotsomeputty andinsertecanincompletgellowwhitebrick.It stayedor yearsAboveit was
oneof the kitchenwindowswhichlookedout on theyard.Here,swedesvereleft for the animalswhich

41



WyndhamWoodwardmemoirs

we pinchedfor humanconsumptionand an occasionapig, which we killed and wereintroducedto
chitterlings.

About 1921, my grannieboughtherfirst car,an AmericanOverland for the vastsumof £500.Auntie
Hildadroveit.

It wadlikeasuperiofFord,anditsinflatedpricesettleddownto aboutE250afterthewar.After the Second

WorldWar,193%o0 45, priceswentup, thencamedownagain.

In 1921 aftereightyearsof widowhoodmy mothermarriedAndrewStewar{18621935) alsowidowed,
atKingsNorton. He wasa Stewarof Appin,but mostof thefamilythenlivedin the Glasgowdistrict.The
Stewartsveresaidto havebeenthe stewardof the RoyalStuartsHe ran the office of the Aberdeen
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